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‘p erﬂedﬁ

Colby Repor_
Cltes Strain on
A A‘Gents me.S.

By Geor"e Lardner Jr

.and W illiam, Grelder :
) Wasblngton Post Stn(: erters S

The Central Intelllaence
Adency worked. so hard at
spying :. an domestm dis-
sxdents .that it threatened
the-health-of the: CIA of-
flCEI“‘ ass;dned to:" the

project,” accordxng to: a-‘dent S

secret report’ subrmtted to |
Presldent ¥ or d- last
December ) e

. CIA . Director ; Wllham I‘
Colby ‘acknowledged ‘to" Mr.
‘Ford“in-a covering lctter that
surveillance” program,
|which came to be kaown as
{Operatign CHAOS, sometimes
{“overstepped proper bounds,”
ibut assured him that it did not
ramount.fo ‘“‘massive domestic
:intelligence activity”. in viola-
'tlon of. the. CIA’s charter

- After’ X\eepm:r Colby’s repoxt

‘ '_'secret for six months, the CIA,

. ‘with the approval of the’ Pres-

-"xdent abruptly réleased it last
night after the normal close
of business. 7. 7 .
It fell” far short”in’ many
cases’ of the detaﬂ: and dis-
‘closures ‘made by the Rocke-
‘feller’ commission, ‘which an-
nounced last month that .the
CIA, had engaged. in “plamly
unlawful" ‘conduct”: over - the
course ‘of its" 28-year }ustoxy. .

According to the CIA docu-

ments that Colby. supplied to-i
the White’ House.in, the wake™
of "disclosures.. by The -New -
York Times, the- ‘agency con--

sidered the - domestic . spying,

“a low-cost collection pro--
gr'\m' but expressed concern.
. in*June, 1872, about. the 42 of-

IlCIﬂIb then assigned to it.

> With vacant slots beginning.
to- build up, the CIA warned.

in.a’ June 1, .1972,  briefing

paper that quick replacements
©were

“essential ‘to  bring a
halt
the health of the group’s of-

ficers trying to keep up with

“the enormous contmum" vol-=

jume. of wur}\ ”

LooAaceording v .to "one
ithe 1eport-—— consnstm"_ of
.Colbys six-page. coverinz let-
|

ter

m part-by a pending freédom--
oEmformdtxon lawsuit filed by
Morton® Halperin of the-Cen.-
{'ter for. National Security Stud-
ies, demandnd a copy of, the»
document R N S PRI

gomd to:release ..

why. not:release. it now?”

thte House: aide said.
In his report to. Ford, Colby:

it: canyway,
~the:

surveﬂlance program, _initia

“White ¢
_|iHouse official,- the .release: of

and 58 pages of vauous;
memoranda —.was prompted.

adm:tted that - ther domestxtcf :the Rocxefeller commission;

ments levied upon the .agen-
cy,” the-internal CIA brlefmg
paper: stated.-

Another of the 1merml CIA

docurments on adomestic - sur-

veillance railses new questions

‘about whether Secretary of

State Henry A. Klssmg'g_rJ as
national - secuntijxser to}
the President, had more in-}
volvement with - the program}

2The - feel.ng was if youre,?than he ‘has acknowledged. ..

Kissinger has denied . that
he ever dealt with the domes-|

Etxc intelligence .reports fromf

CIA to:the White House. On
iMay 35, after appearing before

| Kissinger told reporters:: .-

tnational security affairs.”

‘tor on April 21, 1972, and- en--

- assistance . its ‘computers pro-

to the physical drain on.

ed. to determme : “possxbleI “Since I-have been in Wash:
foreign lmks ‘to domestlc dis- mcton -the National Security}*
sxdents » had Uenerated the Councﬂ or.the NSC. staff” or
development (')f ﬁle_s_ - on the assistant to the President

American citizens. i~ . -

di e
“The total index of these: d not-concern themselves

“with domestie intelligence or
Americans -amounts - to-: 9944were»not informed about

counterintelligence “files,” the’ dome H 3 - e e
c. intelligence.”” - -

CIA dxrector told the‘Prem “However, a PIAcmerhoran-

it : [dum on the-domestic counter-

COlbY, however ‘made." 10, intelligence- operation,” also

‘mention of, the fact that: the "dated June 1y 1972, indicated
.'program, in the words of the that some reports were going

- Rockefeller.; commission; also'tg the * presidential assistant|

produced “a computer, system for national secu
containing: an- index - of ~over Kissinger..
300,000 names and organiza:
tions whlch with few excep- agency hmson noted:

tions, were of United StdteS ‘Countermtelh"ence of "ex-
citizens and organizations ap- (_eptlon’gl importance - is  dis-
. parently . unconnected Wlth‘serumted over the signature
espionage.” of the dxrector of CIA and is

The CIA, however appér sent, as appropriate, to th
ently ‘did take pride in -the I s. appropriate, fo . the

rxty af:au‘s—-—

vided for the operatmn saying
in" the. June =1972;, l:vmefuv7
paper-that they were es:entxal
to the assignment.”” ..
““Without -such: computer
_support, it would ‘be. impossi-
to run this program with the|
relatively 'small . number = of
people ' authorized  and.-. with
the short. time - deadlines. .re-
quired to provide effective re-
quirements and guidance £or'
field - operations, 'and - to - re-!
spond - effectively ' to spemal'
studles and estlmate require-
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for national . security® affairsj-:

‘earlier in 1971 that the CIA-

The memo d°scrib1nﬂ inter— '

STAT

¥ ad ey

of State, the Attorney General !
and the director, Federal Bu-!
reau of Investigation. The.
principal White FHouse ad-
dressee-is the counsel to the
President who has special
cognizance over domestic af-
‘fairs; when appropriate, the
‘information-is also sent to the.
‘assistant.to the. President for .

Still another top-level CIA’
‘the agency’s executive direc-:
'memo, - writien by Colby as’”

titled “CIA Act_wmos in the.
United- States,” showed that -
periodic concern was voiced™

by agency employees about
vari,nus allegatiors or rum-
ors"” concermnd CI& domesnc~
operations. "~. Yo 7]

Suggesting that such talk

minded CIA deputy directors
and division ‘chiefs-of then-|
CIA Director.Richard Helms’
“State of the Agency” speech
to CIA employees on Sent.. 17,
1971—in which Helms denied
the CIA was engaging in 1m-
proper activities. ..

After havmg stated” pu‘ohc]y

did “not target on American
citizens” “and did not engage
in ‘any internat security f{une-
tions, Helms assured the
CIA workers that “you can
rely on those denials.” -
“They're true,” Helms add-

ed. of the. denials, “and you

was. unwarranted, Colby re-|.’
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